
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, December 28th 2017 Special Meeting 4:00 PM 

John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio. Also in 

attendance was David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner/Environmental Land Use 

Planner. 

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 10/26/17; 

the minutes were found to be acceptable. The updated 2018 Meeting Dates were accepted 

as well. 

 

Next, Chair Miceli asked for input from members on Open Space goals and objectives. 

The overriding theme was that the public is in favor of spending money for open space 

preservation. Media outreach will be stepped up; a stronger effort toward educating the 

public/land owners on the benefits of open space purchases and offerings to the town will 

be made. Mr. Barry stated that regardless of parcel size, wildlife should be considered as 

one of the key components in evaluating a parcel’s potential. An open space referendum 

will likely be brought forth in the near future to give the Committee more options for 

responding quicker to potential acquisitions. Another goal in the upcoming year will be to 

hold a meeting with land use boards to get the message of preservation and its value out 

to the public. Additionally, follow up on the Crescent Lake Forest Harvest will be 

brought to the fore. Decisions on how to move forward with the invasive species 

management component of the plan will be discussed.  Miss Miceli reminded everyone 

that the newly drafted Open Space Plan is a good resource for members and the public in 

general for open space matters. The plan gives guidance on typical criteria used when 

reviewing a parcel up for consideration as well as breaking down options for 

preservation.  

 

Mr. Chaplinsky commented on how it would be helpful to have this committee give 

guidance to PZC on development in town from its perspective. Reference to a recent 

pollinator garden that was required within a subdivision was made and how this was 

rather unique but important. Mr. Borowy indicated that the Conservation Commission 

can certainly assist with this as well.  

 

The next item on the agenda was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters; 

motion to convene at 4:40 by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Borowy with all in favor.  

 

Executive Session ended at 5:10 whereupon the regular portion of the meeting continued. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Chaplinsky, second by Mr. Guarino with all in favor at 

5:10PM. 


